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For December 4th Meeting 

 
1.  The Village of Summerville 
2. What do we want to do? 

a. Form a new city 
b. Reincorporate – reconstitute/revive/restore/rebuild 

3. Why do we want to do it? 
a. Increased property values 
b. Increase Public Safety 
c. Lower taxes 
d. Better/Smaller government 

4. How is it done? 
a. Form the Exploratory Committee 
b. Set Boundaries 
c. File the Bill 
d. Order a Feasibility Study 
e. Conduct a Public Opinion Poll 
f. Get Bill Passed by both House and Senate, and signed 

by the Governor 
g. Vote for deannexation and vote for incorporation at 

the same time 
5. Timeline 

a. Bill must be filed Jan 2023 (a two-year process) 
b. Vote expected summer 2025 

6. Cost: $250,000-$300,000 
a. Feasibility study  $50,000 
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b. Consultants/lobbyists $125,000 
c. Campaign/Polls  $50,000 
d. Technology   $25,000 

7. Advantages 
8. Obstacles 

a. Racial accusations 
b.  Damages Augusta/County by removing tax base 
c. Increases taxes 

9. Next Steps 
a. Form an exploratory Committee 
b. File Bill 
c. Raise money 
d. Conduct a poll 
e. Feasibility study 

10. Questions 
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Cityhood in Georgia Incorporating a municipality in Georgia 

requires the approval of the Legislature.

A PROPOSED 
CITY MUST 
PROVIDE AT 
LEAST 3 OF THE 
FOLLOWING 
SERVICES:

Law Enforcement

Fire Protection 

Road Maintenance

Solid

Waste 

Management

Water Supply 

or Distribution

Waste-Water

Treatment

Storm-Water Collection

Utility Services

Code Enforcement

Planning and Zoning

Recreational

Facilities

538
CURRENT 
CITIES IN 
GEORGIA

1733
2017

Savannah, Georgia's 

oldest city, founded

South Fulton, Georgia's 

newest city, founded

GEORGIA IS 1 OF 7 STATES 
THAT REQUIRE LEGISLATIVE 
APPROVAL FOR MUNICIPAL 

INCORPORATION

The current cityhood process looks like this:

A group decides 

to incorporate. 

Reasons vary, 

but include: 

desire for local

control 

and increased 

representation. 

The group must obtain 

sponsorship from a 

legislative member. 

The member will carry 

the enacting legislation 

and provide a  letter for 

the group to 

commission a 

feasibility study.

The legislative sponsor 

files the bill, beginning a 

2-session review process. 

The committee will study 

the proposed city over 

the interim and vote on 

the legislation during the 

second session after its 

introduction.

If the bill passes, 

the proposed 

city will be put to

a  referendum 

vote* of the 

city's proposed 

population.

If the 

referendum 

passes, the 

city attains 

incorpora- 

tion.

Generally, in order to obtain an approved feasibility study, the 
sponsoring group must meet the following qualifications*:

The group must have 
nonprofit status

The group must obtain a map 
of the proposed city from the 

General Assembly's 
Reapportionment Office

The group must sign a 
contractual agreement

with the entity conducting
the study

The group must provide a 
letter from the legislative 
member who is sponsoring

the bill

The following entities are currently authorized* to conduct 
feasibility studies for cities and impact studies for counties:

*Each entity that provides feasibility studies is different; specific requirements may vary.

60
OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF LOTS

IN THE PROPOSED CITY MUST BE
USED FOR RESIDENTIAL, 

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, 
INSTITUTIONAL, RECREATIONAL, OR 

GOVERNMENTAL PURPOSES

%
A FEASIBILITY STUDY CAN 
TAKE 6 MONTHS OR MORE 
TO COMPLETE AND COSTS 
APPROXIMATELY $30,000

CARL VINSON INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENT UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

ANDREW YOUNG SCHOOL OF POLICY STUDIES GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

A PUBLIC INSTITUTION AFFILIATED WITH 
THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA

AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIR OF 
THE HOUSE GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE

*Not legally required, but 

is common practice. 

200

 OF PROPOSED CITY:200
AVERAGE RESIDENT 
POPULATION PER 
SQUARE MILE: RE

QU
IR

EM
EN

TS
:

MINIMUM POPULATION

*In the event of an unresolvable conflict of interest, a private entity is authorized to provide a 
feasibility study, at the discretion of the Chair of the House Governmental Affairs Committee.





User:

Plan Name: Prop draft

Plan Type: Local

Population Summary
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 10:06 AM

Summary Statistics:

Population Range: 42,261 to 42,261

Ratio Range: 0.00

Absolute Range: -10,669,650 to -10,669,650

Absolute Overall Range:

Relative Range: -99.61% to -99.61%

Relative Overall Range: 0.00%

Absolute Mean Deviation: 10,669,650.00

Relative Mean Deviation: 99.61%

Standard Deviation: 0.00

District Population Deviation % Devn. [18+_Pop] [% 18+_Pop] [% NH_Wht] [% NH_Blk] [% Hispanic

Origin]

[% NH_Asn] [% NH_Ind] [% NH_Hwn] [% NH_Oth] [% NH_2+

Races]

CTY 42,261 -10,669,650 -99.61% 34,737 82.2% 55.62% 31.43% 4.81% 2.99% 0.19% 0.26% 0.5% 4.2%

Total: 42,261

Ideal District: 10,711,908
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User:

Plan Name: Prop draft

Plan Type: Local

Population Summary
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 10:05 AM

Summary Statistics:

Population Range: 5,438 to 24,156

Ratio Range: 3.44

Absolute Range: -10,706,470 to -10,687,750

Absolute Overall Range: 18,718

Relative Range: -99.95% to -99.77%

Relative Overall Range: 0.17%

Absolute Mean Deviation: 10,697,820.00

Relative Mean Deviation: 99.87%

Standard Deviation: 7,707.28

District Population Deviation % Devn. [18+_Pop] [% 18+_Pop] [% NH18+

_Wht]

[% NH18+

_Blk]

[% H18+

_Pop]

[% NH18+

_Asn]

[% NH18+

_Ind]

[% NH18+

_Hwn]

[% NH18+

_Oth]

[% NH18+_2

+ Races]

CTY 24,156 -10,687,750 -99.77% 19,567 81% 59.4% 30.12% 3.98% 2.32% 0.19% 0.25% 0.42% 3.32%

CTY2 5,438 -10,706,470 -99.95% 4,627 85.09% 65.36% 21.22% 5.21% 3.63% 0.17% 0.11% 0.48% 3.83%

CTY3 12,667 -10,699,240 -99.88% 10,543 83.23% 51.82% 33.96% 5.07% 4.62% 0.15% 0.2% 0.53% 3.65%

Total: 42,261

Ideal District: 10,711,908
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User:

Plan Name: Prop draft

Plan Type: Local

Population Summary
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 10:04 AM

Summary Statistics:

Population Range: 5,438 to 24,156

Ratio Range: 3.44

Absolute Range: -10,706,470 to -10,687,750

Absolute Overall Range: 18,718

Relative Range: -99.95% to -99.77%

Relative Overall Range: 0.17%

Absolute Mean Deviation: 10,697,820.00

Relative Mean Deviation: 99.87%

Standard Deviation: 7,707.28

District Population Deviation % Devn. [18+_Pop] [% 18+_Pop] [% NH_Wht] [% NH_Blk] [% Hispanic

Origin]

[% NH_Asn] [% NH_Ind] [% NH_Hwn] [% NH_Oth] [% NH_2+

Races]

CTY 24,156 -10,687,750 -99.77% 19,567 81% 57.47% 31.11% 4.19% 2.19% 0.22% 0.28% 0.49% 4.06%

CTY2 5,438 -10,706,470 -99.95% 4,627 85.09% 63% 22.38% 5.46% 3.44% 0.15% 0.22% 0.5% 4.85%

CTY3 12,667 -10,699,240 -99.88% 10,543 83.23% 48.93% 35.93% 5.72% 4.3% 0.17% 0.24% 0.54% 4.18%

Total: 42,261

Ideal District: 10,711,908
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Explanation of Standard Statistic Report Fields 

   

Heading  Explanation 

District  District number 

Population  Total number of people in district 

Deviation  Number of total people above or below ideal district size 

% Devn  Deviation as a percentage 

   

   

% NH_Wht  White alone and not Hispanic 

% NH_Blk  Black alone and not Hispanic 

% Hispanic Origin  All persons Hispanic (designated as an ethnicity and includes persons from all races) 

% NH_Asn  Asian alone and not Hispanic 

% NH_Ind  American Indian or Alaska Native alone and not Hispanic 

% NH_Hwn Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander and not Hispanic 

% NH_Oth  Persons of some other race alone and not Hispanic 

% NH_2+ Races  Persons of 2 or more race categories and not Hispanic 

   

%18+_Pop  Percentage of persons age 18 and older 

% NH18+_Wht  White alone and not Hispanic persons age 18 and older 

% NH18+_Blk  Black alone and not Hispanic persons age 18 and older 

% H18+_Pop  Hispanic persons age 18 and older (designated as an ethnicity and includes persons from all races) 

% NH18+_Asn  Asian alone and not Hispanic persons age 18 and older 

% NH18+_Ind  American Indian or Alaska Native alone and not Hispanic persons age 18 and older 

% NH18+_Hwn  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander and not Hispanic persons age 18 and older 

% NH18+_Oth  Persons age 18 and older of any other race alone 

% NH18+_2+ Races  Persons age 18 and older of 2 or more race categories and not Hispanic  
 

 

 

Race and ethnicity categories are defined by the U.S Census Bureau. You can find more information here: 

https://www.census.gov/topics/population/race/about.html 

https://www.census.gov/topics/population/hispanic-origin/about.html 
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Gina H. Wright 
Executive Director 

Georgia General Assembly 

407 Coverdell Legislative Office Building  
18 Capitol Square 
Atlanta, GA  30334   |   Phone: 404-656-5063 
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